REORGANIZATION  OF  THE  CENTRAL  HIGH-SCHOOL  OF  PHILADELPHIA, 


TO  THE  HIGH-SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  CONTROLLERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Philadelphia December  10,  1839. 

Gentlemen: 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  a  plan  for  carrying  out 
the  principal  suggestions  contained  in  my  report  relative  to  the 
reorganization  of  the  Central  High-school.  In  so  doing,  I 
have  purposely  avoided  presenting  matters  of  mere  detail, 
which  can  readily  be  added,  under  your  authority,  if  the 
principles  of  the  proposed  organization  meet  the  views  of  the 
Board. 

In  addition,  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  provision  of 
a  play-ground,  the  reasons  for  desiring  which,  are  fully  stated 
in  my  report,  and  also,  for  procuring  maps,  instruments,  and 
books,  the  latter  of  which  should  be  of  a  kind  suitable  for  a 
library  for  the  teachers  and  for  the  pupils  of  the  school. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  D.  BACHE, 

President  of  the  Girard  College  for  Orphans. 
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PLAN  OF  ORGANIZATION 


OF  THE 

CENTRAL  HIGH-SCHOOL. 

There  shall  be  three  courses  of  instruction  in  the  Central 
High-school,  one  principal  and  two  subsidiary;  the  Principal 
course  shall  embrace  the  following  subjects  : 

A.  Language.  1.  English  Language,  etc.,  as  at  present 

taught,  retaining,  for  this  department,  the 
title  now  in  use,  of  English  Belles  Lettres. 
2.  French  and  Spanish;  the  former  to  be 
obligatory  upon  all  the  pupils  attending 
the  principal  course:  the  two  languages 
to  be  taught  by  the  same  Professor. 

B.  Geography  and  History.  To  be  united,  for  the  present, 

with  the  department  of  English  Belles 
Lettres. 

C.  Mathematics.  1.  Lower  Mathematics,  including  Arith¬ 

metic,  Algebra,  Geometry,  and  Trigo¬ 
nometry,  with  their  applications. 

2.  Higher  Mathematics,  including  higher 
Algebra,  Analytical  and  Descriptive 
Geometry,  and  their  applications. 

D.  Mechanical  and  Natural  Philosophy;  their  elementary 

principles  and  applications.  To  be  taught 
by  the  Professor  of  the  Higher  Mathematics, 
to  whom,  also,  the  direction  of  the  Observa¬ 
tory  is,  for  the  present,  to  be  confided. 

E.  Natural  History ;  to  include  Natural  Theology,  and  the 

precepts  of  Health  (Hygiene.) 

F.  Moral  Lessons.  The  Evidences  of  Christianity.  Mental 

and  Political  Science:  to  be  taught,  for  the 
present,  by  the  Professor  of  Classics. 

G.  Writing.  £  To  be,  at  least  for  the  present,  united  in 

H.  Drawing.  5  one  department. 
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The  two  subsidiary  courses  to  be  entitled,  respectively,  the 
Elementary,  and  the  Classical  course,  shall  consist  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  branches: 

First,  the  Elementary  course,  of : — 

A.  English  Language. 

B.  Geography  and  History. 

C.  Lower  Mathematics. 

D.  Elements  of  Mechanics  and  Natural  Philosophy. 

E.  Elements  of  Natural  History. 

F.  Moral  Lessons. 

G.  Writing. 

H.  Drawing. 

Second,  the  Classical  course,  of : — 

A.  Language.  1.  Latin  and  Greek. 

2.  English  Belles  Lettres. 

3.  French,  as  far  as  may  prove  consistent 
with  due  progress  in  the  Classical  and 
English  studies. 

B.  Geography  and  History. 

C.  Mathematics.  To  include  the  lower  mathematics,  and  as 

much  of  the  higher  as  may  be  practicable. 

D.  Elements  of  Mechanics  and  Natural  Philosophy. 

E.  Natural  History. 

F.  Moral  Lessons. 

G.  Writing. 

H.  Drawing. 

The  duration  of  the  principal  course,  shall  be  four  years, 
of  the  classical  course,  four  years,  and  of  the  elementary 
course,  two  years  ;  and  parents  are  expected  to  make  the  se¬ 
lection  of  one  or  other  course  for  their  sons  on  admission  to 
the  school.  Provided,  however,  that  any  parent  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  change  his  decision  at  the  expiration  of  a  half  year. 

The  duties  of  the  Professors,  at  present  appointed,  shall  be 
in  conformity  with  the  distribution  of  studies  made  in  the 
foregoing ;  and  in  addition,  there  shall  be  appointed,  a  Pro- 
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fessor  of  the  French  and  Spanish  languages,  and  a  Professor 
of  Drawing  and  Writing. 

The  school  year  shall  be  divided  into  two  terms  ;  a  Winter 
and  a  Summer  term:  the  first  beginning  on  the  first  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  ending  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  December  ;  the 
second  beginning  on  the  third  of  January,  and  ending  on  the 
fifteenth  of  July.  Provided,  that  if  the  first  of  September,  or 
third  of  January  fall  on  Sunday,  the  term  shall  begin  on  the 
following  Monday;  and  if  the  twenty-fourth  of  January,  or 
fifteenth  of  July  fall  on  Sunday,  the  term  shall  end  on  the 
preceding  Saturday. 

At  the  close  of  each  term,  there  shall  be  an  examination  of 
the  pupils  of  the  High-school;  the  one  in  December,  to  be  in 
the  presence  of  the  parents  of  the  pupils,  of  the  Controllers, 
and  of  the  instructors  in  the  school:  the  other,  in  July,  to  be 
public. 

There  shall  be,  twice  in  each  year,  at  the  opening  of  the 
term,  an  examination  for  admission  into  the  High -school,  of 
which  due  public  notice  shall  be  given. 

To  be  admitted  to  the  High-school,  a  candidate  must  be 
twelve  years  of  age,  have  passed  at  least  six  months  in  one  of 
the  public  schools  of  the  first  school  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  show,  on  examination,  that  he  is  able  to  read,  write,  and 
spell  correctly,  has  a  competent  knowledge  of  Grammar  and 
Geography,  and  understands  the  rules  of  Arithmetic  to  Pro¬ 
portions,  inclusive. 

The  vacations  shall  consist  of  the  intervals  between  the 
terms  heretofore  fixed,  and  of  such  other  holidays  as  may  by 
rule  be  given  in  the  public  schools  of  this  district. 

The  officers  of  the  school  shall  consist  of  a  principal,  pro¬ 
fessors  or  masters,  and  a  janitor,  whose  duties  shall  be  fixed  by 
the  Committee  on  the  High-school. 

The  principal,  and  professors  or  masters,  shall  meet,  from 
time  to  time,  as  a  Board,  to  inform  themselves  of  the  progress 
and  character  of  the  pupils  in  the  several  rooms,  to  consult  in 
regard  to  improvements  in  their  courses  or  discipline,  and  to 
consider  such  cases  of  discipline  as  may  be  submitted  to  them. 
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The  principal  of  the  school  shall  have  authority  to  convene 
this  Board,  and  to  serve  as  the  medium  of  communication  with 
the  Committee  of  Control. 

Each  professor  is  considered  as  responsible  for  the  good  dis¬ 
cipline  and  due  progress  of  the  pupils  in  his  department,  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  rules  of  the  Committee  of  Control. 

The  principal  is  charged  with  the  inspection  of  the  school, 
and  it  is  his  duty  to  make  to  the  professors  or  masters,  or  to 
the  committee,  such  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  studies,  dis¬ 
cipline,  and  general  welfare  of  the  establishment,  as  may  seem 
to  him  to  be  necessary  or  expedient.  The  principal  shall  make 
a  report  to  the  committee  twice  every  year,  at  the  close  of 
each  term,  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  High-school,  and 
embodying  such  suggestions  for  its  improvement,  as  may  ap¬ 
pear  advisable.  The  principal  is  considered  as  replacing  the 
committee  in  regard  to  the  internal  management  of  the  school, 
when  they  are  not  in  session. 

The  Committee  of  Control  have  full  authority  to  make  all 
rules  and  regulations  relating  to  the  High-school,  not  conflict¬ 
ing  with  the  foregoing,  and  to  alter  them  at  pleasure. 


The  foregoing  letter  and  plan  of  organization  having  been 
presented  to  “  The  Board  of  Controllers  of  the  Public  Schools 
of  the  First  School  District  of  Pennsylvania, ”  at  a  meeting 
held  at  their  chamber,  on  the  19th  day  of  December,  1839, 
the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

1.  Resolved ,  That  the  Board  approve  of  the  proposed  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  High-school,  as  recommended  in  the  Report 
of  the  Principal,  A.  D.  Bache,  Esq.,  just  presented,  and  that 
the  same  be  adopted  as  the  plan  of  the  Institution,  to  take  effect 
from  and  after  the  third  day  of  January,  1840. 

2.  Resolved ,  That  an  examination  for  the  admission  of  pu¬ 
pils  into  the  High-school,  be  held,  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  Principal,  at  the  school,  on  the  third  and  fourth  days 
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of  January  next;  notice  of  the  same  to  be  given  by  him,  as  he 
may  deem  advisable:  and  the  conduct  thereof  to  be  left  to  his 
discretion. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Principal  be  requested  forthwith  to 
adopt  the  proper  measures  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Board, 
in  the  new  organization  of  the  High-school. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  High-school  Committee  be  authorized 
to  select  the  names  of  proper  individuals,  to  be  proposed  to  the 
Board,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  vacant  situations  in  the 
High-school,  and  also  to  report  to  the  Board  the  salaries,  re¬ 
spectively,  which  they  deem  proper  to  be  attached  to  said 
situations. 


Controllers  of  the  First  School  District  of  Pennsylvania,  for  1840. 


Thomas  Dunlap, 

Thomas  G.  Hollingsworth, 
George  M.  Wharton, 
Samuel  English. 

George  M.  Justice, 

James  Campbell, 
Alexander  Wentz, 

John  Foulkrod, 

Horatio  G.  Jones, 

Henry  Leech, 

Andrew  Hooton, 

Peter  Rambo, 


First  Section. 

i 

j 

2d.  do. 

3d.  do. 

4th.  do. 

5th.  do. 

6th.  do. 

7th.  and  8th.  Sections. 
8th.  do. 

10th.  do. 


High  School  Committee. 

George  M.  Wharton, 
George  M.  Justice, 
Thomas  G.  Hollingsworth, 
Andrew  Hooton, 

Henry  Leech, — and 
The  President. 
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PROFESSORS  IN  THE  CENTRAL  HIGH-SCHOOL, 

JANUARY,  1840. 

Alex.  Dallas  Bache,  LL.  D.  Acting  Principal. 

John  Frost,  A.  M.  Professor  of  English  Belles  Lettres. 

Enoch  C.  Wines.  Professor  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Lan¬ 
guages,  having  charge  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Mental,  Moral,  and  Political 
Science. 

E.  Otis  Kendall.  Professor  of  Mathematics,  having  charge 

of  the  Department  of  Natural  Philo¬ 
sophy. 

William  Vogdes.  Professor  of  Mathematics. 

H.  Me  Murtrie,  M.  D.  Professor  of  Natural  History. 

J.  A.  Deloutte.  Professor  of  the  French  Language. 

Rembrandt  Peale.  Professor  of  Drawing  and  Writing. 
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PROPOSED  COURSES  OF  INSTRUCTION 

IN  THE 

CENTRAL  HIGH-SCHOOL. 


I.  DEPARTMENT  OF  ENGLISH  BELLES  LETTRES. 

JOHN  FROST,  A.  M.  PROFESSOR. 

Four  Years’  Course. 

First  Year . — 1.  Review  of  English  Grammar.  2.  Exercises 

in  Etymological  Analysis,  on  Oswald’s  plan. 

3.  History  of  the  United  States.  4.  Exer¬ 
cises  in  Composition.  5.  Elocution. 

Second  Year. — 6.  Rhetoric.  7.  History  of  Greece  and  Rome. 

4.  Exercises  in  Composition.  5.  Elocution. 
Third  Yearn — 8.  Logic.  9.  History  of  England.  10.  His¬ 
tory  of  the  Reign  of  Charles  Y.  4.  Exer¬ 
cises  in  Composition.  5.  Elocution.  6. 
Lectures  on  Rhetoric  and  Belles  Lettres. 

Fourth  Year. — 11.  History  of  France.  12.  General  History. 

13.  History  of  Literature.  14.  Forensic 
Disputations,  &c.  4.  Exercises  in  Compo¬ 
sition.  6.  Rhetoric.  8.  Logic. 

Lectures  on  the  History  of  Literature. 

Two  Years’  Course. 

This  consists  of  the  first  and  second  years  courses,  as  stated 
above,  united  with  the  History,  Composition,  Elocution,  and 
Rhetoric  of  the  third  year.  The  course  is  intended  for  the 
pupils  who  study  neither  the  French  nor  Classics, 
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II.  DEPARTMENT  OF  FRENCH.* 

JOSEPH  ALEXANDER  DELOUTTE,  PROFESSOR. 

First  Year. — Perrin’s  Fables,  translated  into  English.  First 

part  of  Levizac’s  Grammar,  up  to  the  regu¬ 
lar  verbs,  inclusive.  Exercises. 

Second  Year. — Charles  XII.,  translated  into  English.  Irre¬ 
gular  verbs.  Exercises. 

Third  Year. — Gil  Bias,  translated  into  English.  End  and 

Review  of  the  whole  Grammar.  Exercises. 

Fourth  Year. — Select  Pieces  of  the  best  French  writers, 

translated  into  English.  French  Idioms. 
Composition  in  French.  Readings  in  Sci¬ 
ence.  Lectures,  delivered  in  French.  Con¬ 
versation. 


III.  CLASSICAL  DEPARTMENT.! 

ENOCH  C.  WINES.  PROFESSOR. 

First  Year. — Andrews’ Latin  Lessons.  Andrews’ Element¬ 
ary  Exercises  in  Reading,  and  Latin  Com¬ 
position. 

Second  Year. — Andrews’  and  Stoddart’s  Latin  Grammar. 

Latin  Exercises  continued.  Jacobs’  Latin 
Reader.  Caesar  commenced.  Anthon’s 
Greek  Grammar  commenced. 

Third  Year. — Caesar  finished.  Anthon’s  Sallust.  Greek 

Grammar  continued.  Portions  of  the  Greek 
Testament.  Jacobs’  Greek  Reader  com¬ 
menced.  Exercises  in  Latin  and  Greek 
Composition. 

♦  The  studies  in  this  department  are  pursued  by  those  who  take  the  principal 
course. 

t  The  studies  in  this  department  are  pursued  by  those  only,  who  take  the 
classical  course. 

Q 
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Fourth  Year . — Virgil  and  Horace.  Cicero’s  Select  Orations. 

Greek  Reader  finished.  Xenophon’s  Ana¬ 
basis.  One  or  two  books  of  Homer’s  Iliad. 
Latin  and  Greek  Composition. 


IV.  DEPARTMENT  OF  MENTAL,  MORAL,  AND 

POLITICAL  SCIENCE.* 

ENOCH  C.  WINES,  PROFESSOR. 

Four  Years’  Course. 

First  Year. — Lessons  on  the  relation  of  the  pupils  to  their 

teachers,  and  to  each  other.  Their  school 
duties.  Their  peculiar  dangers  and  tempta¬ 
tions.  The  means  of  self-improvement  in 
moral  character  and  conduct.  The  nature, 
objects,  and  advantages  of  education.  The 
value  and  improvement  of  time. 

Second  Year, — Duties  of  men  and  citizens.  Elementary  Ex¬ 
positions  of  the  Constitutions  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  Pennsylvania. 

Third  Year. — Elementary  Principles  of  Mental  and  Moral 

Science. 

Fourth  Year. — Evidences  of  Christianity.  Principles  of  Po¬ 
litical  Science,  and  the  Law  of  Nations. 

Two  Years’  Course. 

This  course  will  include  the  subjects  of  the  first  two  years 

of  the  general  course. 


*  Under  the  charge  of  the  Professor  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages.  Text¬ 
books  are  not  used  in  this  department;  the  method  of  instruction  by  familiar  lec¬ 
tures  being  considered  better  suited  to  the  age  and  circumstances  of  the  pupils. 
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V.  DEPARTMENT  OF  MATHEMATICS. 

WILLIAM  VODGES,  AND  E.  OTIS  KENDALL,  PROFESSORS. 

Four  Years’  Course. 

First  Year . — Arithmetic  Reviewed.  Algebra,  to  Quadratic 

Equations,  inclusive.  Geometry. 

Second  Year. — Algebra  and  Geometry,  completed.  Trigono¬ 
metry  and  its  applications.  Mensuration 
and  Surveying. 

Third  Year. — Analytical  and  Descriptive  Geometry.  Pro¬ 
jection  of  Maps,  &c. 

Fourth  Year. — Perspective,  Shades  and  Shadows.  Applica¬ 
tion  of  Descriptive  Geometry  to  problems  of 
Carpentry  and  Stone  Cutting.  Differential 
and  Integral  Calculus. 


VI.  DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  PHILOSOPHY. 

E.  OTIS  KENDALL,  PROFESSOR. 

First  Year. — Elementary  Principles  of  Mechanics.  Hydro¬ 
statics  and  Pneumatics. 

Second  Year. — The  course  of  the  first  year  continued.  Ma¬ 
thematical  Principles  of  Mechanics. 

Third  Year. — Physics. 

This  course  begins  in  the  second  year  of  the  school. 

The  course  of  Geography  is,  for  the  present,  also  under 
the  charge  of  Mr.  Kendall. 


VII.  DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  HISTORY.* 

H.  McMURTRIE,  M.  D..  PROFESSOR. 

Human  Anatomy.  Physiology.  Applications  to  Hygiene,  &c. 
Comparative  Anatomy. 

*  The  remark  made  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  instruction  in  the  department  of 
Mental  Science,  &c.,  applies  also  to  this  department. 
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Natural  History  of  the  Vertebrata. 

Vegetable  Organography  and  Physiology.  Botany.  Mine¬ 
ralogy,  and  Geology. 

The  course  of  Natural  History  will  include  Applications  to 
the  precepts  of  Health,  or  Hygiene,  and  to  the  Evidences  of 
Design,  or  Natural  Theology,  and  will  be  extended  as  far  as 
the  materials  for  instruction,  which  are  in  the  course  of  col¬ 
lection,  permits. 


VIII.  DEPARTMENT  OF  DRAWING  &  WRITING. 

REMBRANDT  PEALE,  PROFESSOR. 

Elementary  Principles  of  Drawing.  Exercises  in  drawing 
vertical,  horizontal,  and  oblique  lines.  Squares,  rectangles, 
and  triangles.  Curved  lines.  Practice  in  mixed  lines.  The 
printed  Alphabet.  Application  to  Writing.  Practical  Exer¬ 
cises.  Copying  from  drawings.  Principles  of  Perspective. 
Drawing  from  simple  and  complex  models.  Mechanical 
Drawing. 


